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sunday  2
• CHOIR, 9 AM
• COMMUNION
• WORSHIP, 10 AM
• FOOD DRIVE

4
• CENTERING PRAYER, 7:15 PM

6 
• BOOK GROUP, 10 AM
• CHOIR PRACTICE, 7-8 PM

sunday  9
• WORSHIP, 10 AM
• MIDDLES YOUTH MEETS, 10:15 
• BRUNCH BUNCH, 11:45 AM

November 2014 Calendar

11
• CENTERING PRAYER, 7:15 PM

12
• BREAKFAST BUNCH, 9 AM

13
• BOOK GROUP, 10 AM
• CHOIR PRACTICE, 7-8 PM

sunday  16
• WORSHIP, 10 AM
• KIDS COOK!, 3 PM

18
• CENTERING PRAYER, 7:15 PM

19
• SPACE FOR GRACE, 5 PM 

 

20
• BOOK GROUP, 10 AM
• CHOIR PRACTICE, 7-8 PM

sunday  23
• WORSHIP, 10 AM
• PINS SUNDAY
• SENIOR YOUTH GROUP, 3 PM

25
• CENTERING PRAYER, 7:15 PM

27
THANKSGIVING

sunday  30
• WORSHIP, 10 AM
• ADVENT BOOK SALE

In the Centering Prayer practice that a dozen of us have been engaging for the last 6 weeks, 
we discussed the distinction between meditation that comes out of eastern religious traditions 
and this particular meditative practice arising out of Christianity.  It’s the difference between 
attention and intention.  Eastern meditation is about becoming mindful, attentive, awak-
ened to what is while Centering Prayer is about the intention to open to God’s presence and 
activity within and around us.  It’s not that one is better than the other but they are distinct 
practices. 

In the coming month of November we will celebrate Thanksgiving and, believe it or not, begin Advent together as a 
worshipping community on Sunday, November 30.  In a time of giving thanks for God’s many blessings and a time 
of awaiting God’s coming at Christmas, we place ourselves in a posture of intention toward the Divine and as a re-
sult find the divine Christ-life within us awakened and engaged. This leads not merely to a personal blessedness and 
peace but an impulse to engage in blessing, making peace, and increasing the good in the world.  This, we believe, 
is God’s intention and what we are made for.

Grace and Peace,

Rev. Will Burhans
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Charlotte Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
P.O. Box 12 • Charlotte, VT 05445
802-425-3176 • charlotteucc@gmavt.net
www.charlotteucc.org

  
Our mission statement:

Embraced by the healing love of Jesus Christ and inspired by his 

teachings, we commit ourselves to prayerful, compassionate, 

and courageous action in the world.

  
Rev. Will Burhans, Senior Pastor

Rev. Susan Cooke Kittredge, Associate Pastor

Julia Blocksma, Music Director

Kim Findlay, Office Manager

Karen Speidel, Bookkeeper

  
The Courier is published monthly, except for the summer months when 

June, July, and August are combined into a Summer edition.

To subscribe by either email or snail mail, please contact us at

charlotteucc@gmavt.net or call 802-425-317.

CCC  YOUTH  GROUPS
MIDDLES YOUTH GROUP FOR YOUTH GRADES 5-8
NOVEMBER 2ND: Middles Youth Group will share their recent experience at Heifer Farm during the service and participate 
in the food drive for the Charlotte Food Shelf.

NOVEMBER 9TH: Middles will meet with Will, topic centered around science and religion.

KIDS COOK!
 This month we will again cook for the following Wednesday’s Space for Grace gathering. Gather at 3 PM on SUNDAY, 
NOVEMBER 16TH at Charlie and Susan’s house in Shelburne. For more information please contact Susan at scookekitt@
mac.com or 985-5617.

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP
SUNDAY , NOVEMBER 23RD at 3 PM at Charlie and Susan’s house in Shelburne.  For more information please contact Susan 
at scookekitt@mac.com or 985-5617.

NOVEMBER 2ND FOOD DRIVE 
FOR THE CHARLOTTE FOOD SHELF

Please bring an item to the service on 
SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER 2ND to help the 
food shelf fill their holiday baskets.

ITEMS NEEDED:

Aluminum foil • Canned cranberry sauce
Canned fruit • Canned vegetables
Bottles of juice • Canned pie fillings 
(pumpkin or fruit) • Bags of stuffing
Candles • Crackers • Dessert mixes
Olives • Egg noodles • Soups (especially 
mushroom or creamed soups)
Turkey gravy

THANK YOU 
FROM THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

OF OUR CHURCH 
FOR YOUR DONATIONS!
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WOMEN’S  FELLOWSHIP
The Brunch Bunch will meet on 
SUNDAY, NOV. 9TH at 11:45 AM at 
the Dutch Mill in Shelburne. Please 
let Ann know if you would like to be 
included in the reservation (985-9884).

The Breakfast Bunch gathers 
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 12TH at 9 AM at 
Trader Duke’s. Call Dianne Dolliver 
(425-2239) if you are planning to go.

UPCOMING  EVENTS  &  ANNOUNCEMENTS
CENTERING PRAYER
It’s not too late to join our on-going centering prayer group practice on Tuesday 
evenings from 7:15 - 8:15 PM.  We are currently listening to presentations by 
Father Thomas Keating, a Cistercian monk who is the founder of the Center-
ing Prayer Movement, sharing about our individual daily practices, and praying 
together.  Please see Rev. Will if you are interested and he (or someone else from 
the group) can share with you the particularities of this practice.

SOUP SUPPER AND SPACE FOR GRACE 
This month’s Soup Supper and Space for Grace will be held on Wednesday 
night, NOVEMBER 19TH at 5 PM.  Please join us in the vestry for a casual meal at 
5 and a brief worship service to follow at 5:30.

BIRTHDAY LUNCHEON THANKS!
Many thanks to our table hostess’ Ann Bielawski, Deb Christie, Nancy Kerr, 
Emily Kittredge, Jeanne McDonough, and Sara Rushford.  As always, the tables 
were creatively decorated. The themes this year were Alaskan Statehood, Valen-
tine’s Day, National Literacy Month, Autumn Days, Back to School, Arbor Day, 
Wear Pink Day, Summer Vacation and Happy Birthday Roger Tory Petterson 
who published the first modern field guide for birders.Thanks to everyone who 
attended.  Your presence made this event a great success!

To the Charlotte Congregational Sunday School Families:

I have two festivals that I love to share with children here at church and in my 
preschool, Michaelmas and Martinmas. At this time in November, we will be cel-
ebrating Martinmas, the remembrance of St. Martin of Tours, who cared for a 
beggar man on a cold and windy night.

“St. Martin’s Day, also known as the Feast of St. Martin, Martinstag or Martinmas, 
is November 11, the feast day of Martin of Tours, who started out as a Roman 
soldier. He was baptized as an adult and became a monk. It is understood that he 
was a kind man who led a quiet and simple life. The most famous legend of his 
life is that he once cut his cloak in half to share with a beggar during a snowstorm, 
to save the beggar from dying of the cold. That night he dreamed that Jesus was 
wearing the half-cloak Martin had given away. Martin heard Jesus say to the an-
gels: “Here is Martin, the Roman soldier who is not baptised; he has clothed me.”

On SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2, in honor of Saint Martin of Tours, the children and I 
(with a helper) will come around the sanctuary and collect non-perishable food for 
the food shelf at the beginning of worship. I find it a perfect way to share this story 
of giving of one’s self. We will then go off to hear the story of Saint Martin and 
make lanterns for the children to take home and use for your dinner table at home.

Terri Severance (or Miss Terri)

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
PRACTICE 
Begins during Sunday School time on 
NOVEMBER 16TH.  Kay Jostrand is 
organizing this, so you can e-mail her 
for any details she might want to add 
(kjostrand@gmail.com)

ADVENT BOOK FAIR 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH, with 
books for children and adults, Advent 
calendars and candles.  This will be 
after worship  during the fellowship 
time in the vestry.

CHRISTIAN  ED
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NEW MEMBERS MEETINGS
In November we will be having some gatherings for those interested in pursuing membership in the Charlotte Congrega-
tional Church. Attending these meetings in no way obligates you to join the church; they are, rather, a chance to learn more 
about our church, our denomination and each other. Please let Rev. Will iwillb@gmavt.net or Rev. Susan scookekitt@mac.
com know if you are interested. We are hoping to receive the new members during worship on December 14th.

VERMONT INTERFAITH ACTION LAUNCHES A NEW MOVEMENT!
Clergy from all over Vermont are coming together to create a movement for a moral economy in our state. The Clergy Cau-
cus of Vermont Interfaith Action invites you to join them at one or both of these Legislative Breakfasts to meet with newly-
elected legislators and start a “Movement for a Moral Economy,” where all Vermonters are treated with dignity and justic:

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH from 8 to 9 AM, Ohavi Zedek Synagogue (188 N Prospect St, Burlington) with Chittenden/
Grand Isle/Franklin county legislators

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20TH from 9:30 to 11 AM, Christ Episcopal Church (64 State St, Montpelier). This is the main 
event with members of the administration and House and Senate leadership (the Governor has been invited).

To read the theological framework that the caucus has written, check the VIA website: www.viavt.org/resources. To RSVP 
for the events, please contact Alison, office@viavt.org or 802-651-8889. Please join us for these important events and make 
your voice heard!

MORE NEWS AND EVENTS »

OTHER NEWS AND EVENTS

MISSIONS

PINS SUNDAY
Members of LUND staff will join us on SUNDAY, NOV. 23RD. They will offer a brief message during worship but will join 
us for coffee and conversation in the vestry.

GIVING TREE
Our tree will be set up On NOVEMBER 30TH. Gifts will be due by DECEMBER 14TH. Please select a name from the tree to 
help brighten the holidays for LUND and food shelf clients.

4TH ANNUAL MESSIAH SING-ALONG!
SUNDAY DECEMBER 7TH at 4 PM. Mark your calendars, call your friends, plan on making this wonderful event part of your 
holiday tradition. We are very fortunate to we have gifted soloists and members of the Vermont Symphony Orchestra ac-
companying us. Tickets will be available for purchase through our website in mid-November.

LOOKING  AHEAD
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The 2015 Pledge Campaign in support of our annual budget has begun!  Please consider a generous pledge to assist the 
Church with its great work on behalf of our members, regular visitors, guests and our wider community. Your pledge di-
rectly supports the wonderful addition of Rev. Susan Cooke Kittredge to our Church for her second year, our many impor-
tant ministries, programs, staff and facilities.  Please give generously!

With gratitude,

Ginny Rowland, V.P. Financial Stewardship

To receive a copy of the 2015 Narrative Budget and a pledge card, you can read and download a copy from our web site @ 
www.charlotteucc.org  or call Kim Findlay in the Church office at 425-3176 to have a copy mailed to you.

2015 PLEDGE CAMPAIGN

FOOD SHELF NEEDS:
Nutritional children's snacks • pretzels 

dried fruit • crackers toothpaste • cough drops
soups • hot oatmeal packets

regular caffeinated ground coffee
hot chocolate • hot cider

THANK YOU!!!

CARING FOR GOD’S CREATION:  LAKE CLEAN-UP
From the shores of our beaches to the backwoods streams and hillsides, wherever you live in the Champlain Valley, lake 
clean-up is your responsibility.  This message came loud and clear last month during a meeting with Kari Dolan from the 
Department of Environmental Conservation.  The meeting followed the church’s book group readings on Christianity and 
environmental stewardship, especially  “Watershed Moment,” an article which highlighted protection of watersheds as a 
practice in Christian discipleship  We hope to move this issue into a more personal, active phase for the church and invite 
you to join us.  Current proposals include a stormwater assessment and subsequent project plan as well as an awareness 
campaign educating all of us how to restore our watershed.  Many organizations, including Lewis Creek Association, the 
Lake Champlain Project, and the Nature Conservancy, provide an abundance of resources from which we seek guidance.  
Margaret Woodruff, Jackie McMakin, Linda Patterson, Marie Luhr, and Don and Hope Schultz are among those in our 
congregation who are interested in this effort.  Please let any one of them know of your interest in this effort and help us to 
become a church community that takes seriously its commitment to be stewards of God’s creation!


