
The Courier
Charlotte Congregational Church, UCC  •  August 2015

Dear Friends,

When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, 
they gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, make us god who will go before 
us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what 
has happened to him.” Exodus 32:1

Moses had hiked up the mountain and simply left the people down in the valley to 
fret. They had no idea when he was coming back or, more importantly, what was 

going to happen to them in the meantime.  In their frustration, insecurity and anxiety, they 
turned to Aaron and demanded, “Do something! Be our leader! Tell us what to do!”  In 
the midst of their feeling abandoned, they wanted something constructive to happen, they 
wanted a clear and tangible God to worship.  I think that Aaron was a bit flabbergasted 
when he ordered them to melt their gold and make a Golden Calf. At least they would have 
something solid to worship!

Here we are in the valley and it feels to many of us that Will has just gone up the hill behind the cemetery or 
hiked Mt. Philo. But even if we know in our hearts that he has really moved on, we still feel ill at ease, itchy 
and not sure of what comes next. It’s a strange in-between time for us, when we know full well that some-
thing has ended and the new thing has not yet begun.

But it has. This morning, as every morning, we woke to a world made fresh, to birds singing, cars passing, 
cows mooing, dogs wanting to go out, to coffee brewing or tea seeping, even to the dark shadows of the 
night receding. God has stretched before us a created world ready to receive our care, thanks and bless-
ing. As we enter into this time for our church, let’s quiet our anxious hearts by doing something concrete as 
Aaron advised. Let’s cultivate the earth, pick blueberries, nurture friendships, seek out the oppressed, and 
marvel in the beauty of creation and the blessing of this gathered community.  The difference is that we do 
not worship the stuff of creation but the One whose giving knows no end and who is with us always.

Even now.

Grace and Peace, Susan
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CIRCLE OF CARE
For those who may be new to the Charlotte Congregational Church Community, the Circle 
of Care is a ministry that provides not only meals at times of need, but also assistance in 
the form of home visits, phone calls, (maybe an invitation to lunch), notes of friendship, 
prayers, transportation to appointments and church and other types of support that uplift 
and sustain members and friends of our church.    

During the past year volunteers have provided 30 or more meals, logged in at least 3000 miles of transporta-
tion and written more than a hundred notes of caring support, not to mention phone calls, home visits and 
prayers.  

Signing up for this ministry does not require you to respond every time you receive an email request.  If you 
are only able to put someone on your prayer list or send a note occasionally, we’d be delighted to welcome 
you. 

To be a part of this worthwhile ministry, please contact: Sandy Riggs  sandyriggsvt@icloud.com 802-425-
4545, Rev. Susan Cooke Kittredge, any deacon, or you can put a note with your email address and phone 
number in the offering plate.

Many thanks, 
Sandy Riggs

Charlotte Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
P.O. Box 12 • Charlotte, VT 05445
802-425-3176 • charlotteucc@gmavt.net
www.charlotteucc.org

  
OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Embraced by the healing love of Jesus Christ and inspired 
by his teachings, we commit ourselves to prayerful, 
compassionate, and courageous action in the world.
  
Rev. Susan Cooke Kittredge, Bridge Pastor

Julia Blocksma, Music director

Kim Findlay, coMMunications/adMinistrative suPPort

Karen Speidel, BookkeePer

  
The Courier is published monthly.
To subscribe by either email or snail mail, please contact 
us at charlotteucc@gmavt.net or call 802-425-3176.

sunday 9
• WORSHIP, 10 AM
• COMMUNION

tuesday  11
• CENTERING PRAYER, 6:30 PM

wednesday 12
• CABINET MEETING,  6:30 PM

sunday 16
• WORSHIP, 10 AM

tuesday 18
• CENTERING PRAYER, 6:30 PM

saturday 22
• KID’S COOK!,  3:00 PM

sunday  23
• WORSHIP, 10 AM
PRAYER, SONG,  & WITNESS 

tuesday 25
• CENTERING PRAYER, 6:30 PM

sunday 30
• WORSHIP, 10 AM
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

monday 31
• DEACON’S MEETING, 5:30 PM

AUGUST 2015 CALENDAR

Experience the Lighter 
Side of Worship! 

The children need 
teachers and assistants. 
    
Please check your 
calendars and recruit 
a friend or spouse. No 
experience necessary; 
we will give you a 
curriculum to follow. 

BE COURAGEOUS! 
Choose a date and email 
Kim at charlotteucc@
gmavt.net

NEWS FROM THE INTERIM SEARCH COMMITTEE
As one of its duties, the board of deacons has formed an ad hoc committee to search for an interim 
minister.  The committee will be co-led by Beth Sytsma and Marie Luhr serving with Scott La-
Mothe, Margaret Woodworth and Chris Berger.   We will be posting regular Courier updates as the 
search proceeds, so watch for future developments right here.  In the meantime, you are invited to 
contact any of the members with questions and comments.

Beth Sytsma  gooddog@gmavt.net
Marie Luhr  mariel@gmavt.net
Margaret Woodruff margaret.woodruff@gmail.com
Scott LaMothe scottlamothe@yahoo.com
Chris Berger  christopher.berger@med.uvm.edu
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HARVEST FESTIVAL
On SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH we will be having 
our second annual Harvest Festival after worship. 
This is a great event and a significant fundraiser 
for our church. We will have a pot-luck lunch, 
games for kids, a silent auction, bake table, produce 
table and craft table.  Please think about where 
you might be able to help. In the meantime, can 
some pickles, make some jam, plan to bring your 
garden to our table. More details will follow soon. 
Please contact Meg Smith: megsmithvt@gmavt.net 
or Ebeth Scatchard: ebethandtom@gmail.com for 
information.

PRAYER, SONG AND WITNESS SERVICE 
Where or when have you felt God’s presence in 
your life? Or not? When has God’s absence been 
what you have felt most and how has that been for 
you? On SUNDAY, AUGUST 23RD we will be having 
a Prayer, Song and Witness service when we will 
sing a lot, pray a lot and share some of our stories 
about our relationship with God.

BIBLE STUDY COURSE
Beginning on TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 8TH we will 
continue our Dickinson Series Bible study with Part 
II “Introducing the Old Testament.”  We will meet 
at 9:30 am and at 7 pm. Sign-up sheets and books 
will be in the sanctuary on August 9th. Everyone is 
welcome and you need not have participated in the 
first session to come to this one. 

A look at the best-known stories, most influential 
passages, and unforgettable characters that comprise 
the Old Testament. What are the primary themes 
and narrative?  What are the characteristics of 
ancient Hebrew literature and the mindset of people 
in the ancient Near East? Explore both the writing 
themselves and the historical contexts that gave 
them birth.

LOOKING AHEAD!

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 30TH
God created you—fish of the sea and birds of the air 
and creatures of the land—God looked at all God 
had created, and God saw that “indeed, it was very 
good!” (Gen. 1:12, 18, 21, 25, 31)
Bring your dogs, cats, lizards, llamas, pigs, horses, 
sheep, goats, rabbits and cows!  


