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Dear Friends,

 With Advent the church year begins anew.  In the 
church’s calendar, the first day of Advent, which was this 
past Sunday, is New Year’s Day.  But rather than thinking of 
the seasons of the church year as filling 365 days, for a mo-
ment let’s envision the year as filling just one day. This day 
begins with Advent and ends with the long night of Pente-
cost.
  Advent, then, is the morning, the very early morn-
ing.  It is dark, quiet and pregnant with what will come. 
When you wake in the middle of the night and fumble and 
stumble to the bathroom, weighted by sleep and groping for 
the familiar door jam, that’s an Advent moment.  If you have 
farm animals and must feed them before dawn, you head out 
to the barn, as you do every morning, with just the tiniest 
tinge of apprehension because you never know what you will 
find.  Some horse, cow, goat or sheep could easily have en-
countered a sharp object in the night and arrive for breakfast 
bleeding.  Perhaps you’re not even aware that you’re appre-
hensive until you feel the gentle wave of relief when you turn 
on the light and see that all is well.
 Those who take their constitutionals or head to 
work in the early morning, know also the sense of traveling 
in mystery and uncertainty. We go out in faith that the sun 
will rise, that light will flood our path and our journey will be 
illumined.   
And so in Advent we wake in the dark to the mystery of the 
annunciation, to Gabriel’s saying to Mary--and to us all, 
“Hail, thou that art highly favored, the Lord is with thee.”  
One of the things we are called to do in Advent is to walk 
quietly in the darkness with God.  This is not easy, especially 
in this season when our culture seems to get louder and 
brighter and faster with each passing day.  Just when we are 
urged to hurry up, when our anxiety is fed by countdowns to 
Christmas, we are called by God to be still and wait. Once 

again, being  faithful seems to require that 
we counter the prevailing culture.  No one 
was better at this than Jesus, at turning soci-
ety upside down. As we prepare to celebrate 
his birthday, perhaps a fitting observance 
would be to try to hold on to the stillness be-
fore dawn, the dark and hallowed moments 
before the day breaks forth.
 How do we do that?  What does it mean to observe 
Advent and not just get ready for Christmas? Advent is a 
time of waiting, of listening to our hearts and minds and spir-
its, of getting our bearings in the darkness and being open to 
the wonder and mystery of Emmanuel, of God with us. Might 
you feel called to right some wrong you have committed? 
Perhaps now is the time to apologize to someone, to for-
give one who has hurt you, to reach out to help someone, or 
harder yet, to accept help from others.  Above all, it is a time 
for honesty, a time to speak the truth in love, to those around 
you and to yourself.  This is hard.  It’s a lot easier to bake 
cookies, make lists, watch television—even ignore Christmas 
if that is your inclination--than it is to look in the mirror and 
ask yourself, “What’s wrong?”  “Who am I?”  “What have I 
done?”  “What have I not done?”
 Remember, if you can summon the courage to 
consider these questions, that you are highly favored and the 
Lord is with you. Maybe you can arrive at the stable with a 
ready heart, a peaceful spirit and arms outstretched to receive 
the gift with joy and thanks. And if the going gets rough and 
the dark looms starless, remember what Gabriel also said to 
the other shivering shepherds:
     
“Fear Not.”
 
May God bless you on this holy journey to Bethlehem.
    
      Susan
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December Calendar
tuesday  1 
• BOOK GROUP, 9:30 AM
• NEW MEMBER MEETING, 5 PM
• CENTERING PRAYER, 6:30 PM

wednesday 2
• CABINET MEETING,  6:30 PM

thursday 3
• FILM, MERCHANTS OF DOUBT, 7 
PM

sunday 6
• WORSHIP, 10 AM
• COMMUNION
• BRUNCH BUNCH, 11:45 AM
• MESSIAH SING, 4 PM

tuesday 8
 • BOOK GROUP, 9:30 AM
• NEW MEMBER MEETING, 5 PM
• CENTERING PRAYER, 6:30 PM

thursday 10
• SENIOR YOUTH GROUP, 3:30 PM
• CHOIR PRACTICE, 7 PM

saturday 12
• KID’S COOK!, 3 PM

sunday 13
• WORSHIP, 10 AM
• SENIOR YOUTH GROUP, 3 PM

tuesday 15
• BOOK GROUP, 9:30 AM
• BRUNCH BUNCH, 11 AM
• CHRISTIAN ED. MTG., 6:15 PM
• CENTERING PRAYER, 6:30 PM

thursday 17
• CHOIR PRACTICE, 7 PM

friday 18
• CAROLS OF MANY LANDS A SING 
ALONG, 6 PM

sunday 20
• WORSHIP, 10 AM
• CHRISTMAS PAGEANT  

tuesday 22
• CENTERING PRAYER, 6:30 PM

thursday 24
• CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE, 
4:30 PM
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLE LIGHT 
SERVICE, 7 PM

sunday 27
• WORSHIP, 10 AM

monday 28
• DEACON’S MEETING, 6:30 PM

tuesday 29
• CENTERING PRAYER, 6:30 PM

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Embraced by the healing love of Jesus Christ and inspired by his teachings, we commit 

ourselves to prayerful, compassionate, and courageous action in the world.
  

Rev. Susan Cooke Kittredge, Bridge Pastor

Julia Blocksma, Music director

Kim Findlay, coMMunications/adMinistrative suPPort

Karen Speidel, BookkeePer

  
The Courier is published monthly.

To subscribe by either email or snail mail, please contact us 
by email at charlotteucc@gmavt.net or by phone at 802-425-3176.
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announCemenTs

HELP DECORATE THE SANCTUARY!
Come WiTh ruBBer GloVes and CliPPers This saTurdaY, 
deCemBer 5Th aT 9 am To TransForm The ChurCh inTo a 
FesTiVe sPaCe!

THE CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE
TaKe a TaG/reQuesT This sundaY (12/6), reCord Your 
name and Phone numBer on CliPBoard

BrinG WraPPed GiFT neXT sundaY (12/13) WiTh TaG aT-
TaChed, indiCaTinG GiFT PurChased 

iF You'Ve alreadY TaKen a TaG BuT noT siGned uP on 
The CliPBoard, Please do so This WeeK

BRUNCH BUNCH 
sundaY, deCemBer 6Th aT 11:45 am aT The duTCh mill, 
shelBurne

CHRISTMAS BRUNCH
TuesdaY, deCemBer 15Th aT 11 am aT The duTCh mill, 
shelBurne

CCC DIRECTORY
Please send Kim in The oFFiCe Your inFormaTion and a 
PiCTure For our direCTorY.
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advent hours of sanctuary
Mondays December 7th, 14th, 21st, 5-7 pm

5th Annual Messiah Sing!
Sunday December 6th at 4 pm
Mark your calendars, call your friends, plan on making this wonderful event part of your 
holiday tradition. We are very fortunate to we have gifted soloists and members of the 
Vermont Symphony Orchestra and Burlington Chamber Orchestra accompanying us. Tickets 
are $12 per adult and $40 for a group of 4 and can be purchased in advance at the church’s 
website: http://www.charlotteucc.org/. Tickets will also be available for sale at the door.  For 
more information please contact the church office : 425-3176.

As some of you know, the expenses for the Messiah Sing-a-long are underwritten by ticket 
sales and generous donations from a few members of the congregation. Please let us know 
if you’d like to contribute to the event beyond the price of your ticket. It would be greatly 
appreciated!

Carols From Many Lands - A Singalong
Rise Up Shepherds and Follow.  This jazzy carol  was first sung by African Americans on 
plantations off the islands off Georgia and North Carolina.  Plenty of handclapping and foot 
stomping held the rhythm.  We’ll sing it at Carols From Many Lands Singalong.  December 18 
at 6 pm at the church.

christmas pageant!
December 20th at 10 am. EVERYONE is welcome. Please invite friends!

CCC eVenTs
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Casa soCial jusTiCe

EARTH CARE SPOTLIGHT INTERVIEW: David and Karen Speidel 
 
Each month, a member of CASA (Contemplation and Social Action 
Committee) will interview a family or member of our congregation showing 
ways that people we know are making changes as they seek to lessen 
their negative impact on our earth.  
 
What have you done to lessen your carbon footprint? 

After years of tightening our old leaky house to reduce the heating 
bill and swapping out the old light bulbs for CFL and LEDs we 
decided to take a leap and invest in the future. First, we installed an array of 
solar panels on our south-facing roof and shortly after, traded in the old Prius for 
a newer hybrid/plug-in variety. 

 
What inspired you to make these changes? 

It just seemed to be the right thing to do. Both the car and the solar panels 
were a financial stretch, but with the tax incentives, and low interest rates the 
payback became reasonable. 
 

What are the advantages that you have found from What you have done?  
Certainly it has made our home more valuable and we’ll head toward 
retirement with one less expense (electricity) to think about. We love 
our plug-in hybrid. Some days no gas is used but we can travel 
without thinking where the next plug is. 

 
What do others need to knoW before folloWing your lead? 

Do your research for the financial aspects, but think about doing your 
part for the environment too.
 

What has proved difficult about What you have done? 
Not much. The installer handled all the paperwork for our solar install, the 
Certificate of Public Good and on our system there is no maintenance. For our 
car, since it’s a combination of electric and hybrid, it doesn’t really 
go very far on just the electricity but the overall mileage is still 
outstanding. 

 

Genesis 1: 1, 31a In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth... And God saw every thing that He had made, and, behold , it 
was very good. 
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YouTh GrouPs

Senior Youth Group! 
On Sunday afternoon December 13th  we will go 

together to attend the Moral Call prayer service at 
the UU Church in Burlington which starts at 3 pm. 

In preparation for that we meet in the Vestry on 
Thursday the 10th at 3:30 to string the 89 T shirts 

that will be strung outside the church to honor 
the 89 people who die from gun violence in the US 

everyday. Please come and help!  Thanks, Susan

 

KIDS COOK! 
Saturday, December 12th at Susan and Charlie’s house at 
3 pm. We will make special treats to put in the Christmas 
boxes that the Food Shelf will share with families at 
Christmas time. Thank you all so much for helping! For more 
information please contact Susan: scookekitt@mac.com, 
985-5617. Kids age 6 and older are very welcome!
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25-Nov 92% OF YR

CATEGORY 2015 Budget 2015 Actual % of year's budget

REVENUE 
Pledges          160,500           141,135.09 88%

Loose Plate offerings            20,000             17,905.12 90%

Undesignated gifts              6,000               8,530.00 142%

Church rental              2,500               2,318.00 93%

Vestry rental            10,500               8,700.50 83%

Prindle Trust              9,061               9,061.45 100%

Fund raising            11,000             10,257.54 93%

Flowers              1,200               1,028.00 86%

Dividends                 200 0%

Miscellaneous & Change in value of investments                   30                      2.99 10%

TOTAL REVENUE 220,991           198,938.69 90%

TRANSFERS IN FROM OTHER FUNDS
Transferred from Wing Fund              5,000 0%

Transferred from Endowment Fd.              4,382               4,382.00 100%

Transferred from Endowment Fd. for AP            10,000             10,000.00 100%

TOTAL BUDGETED INFLOW TO GENERAL FUND 240,373           213,320.69 89%

ACTIVITY SUMMARY: Total Budget Year-to-Date 
ACTUAL

Inflow: 240,373 213,320.69 89%
Outflow: 263,202 228,300.83 87%

INCREASE (DECREASE) IN FUND BALANCE: (22,829) (14,980.14)

GENERAL FUND BALANCE SUMMARY:
January 1, 2015 Balance: 20,884.57      

Year-to-Date Increase (Decrease): (14,980.14)     
Current Fund Balance: 5,904.43        

GENERAL FUND BUDGET REPORT

2015  INFLOW             -  through   
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OUTFLOW through 25-Nov 92% OF YR
2015 Budget 2015 Actual % of year's budget

                 4,400             4,400.00 100%
                 9,000             9,000.00 100%

Total                13,400           13,400.00 100%
                 1,000                312.53 31%

               14,060           12,888.34 92%

300                637.25 212%

                    310                283.00 91%
                    950                675.00 71%

Total                15,620           14,483.59 93%
                 1,000             1,082.27 108%
                    400                347.22 87%
                    150                       - 0%

                    360                300.00 83%
1,040                680.00 65%

0%
1,100                445.33 40%

500                199.19 40%
400                335.67 84%
650                125.86 19%
400                526.93 132%

Total                  4,450             2,612.98 59%

52,374           34,916.00 67%

1,600             1,254.80 78%
3,500             1,936.46 55%

750                442.96 59%
1,400                923.32 66%

3,289             3,289.00 100%
5,861             3,907.32 67%

10,265             6,851.15 67%
18,417           12,278.00 67%
1,100                734.05 67%
2,300                924.61 40%
1,400                611.70 44%

Total              102,256           68,069.37 67%

19,181           27,022.26 141%
Housing allowance 7,672           10,808.66 141%

2,054             2,893.88 141%
3,760             6,072.49 162%
1,200             1,351.49 113%

2015

Supply Ministers

Health/Dental Insurance
Life/Disability Insurance

Professional Expense

Pastor - Equity Allowance

Parsonage Utilities- Electricity

Mileage Allowance

Pension

Parsonage Utilities- Firewood

Pastor - Social Security Allowance

Parsonage Utilities- Fuel Oil
Parsonage Utilities- Propane
Parsonage Utilities- Telephone

Stewardship
Deacons
CASA

Ministry - Pastor
Pastor - Base Salary (incl. 2K pars. allwnce)

Christian Education
Child Sponsorship
Nursery / Teachers
Sunday School Coordinator

Adult Christian Education

Professional Expense
Sunday School Curriculum
Sunday School Classroom Supplies
Special Events & Other Supplies
Youth Program

CATEGORY
EXPENSE

Missions

Music Resources
Organ Maintenance

Local
UCC

Guest Musicians

Organist/ Choir Director
Professional Expense

Worship
Music

Piano Maintenance

Ministry - Associate/BRIDGE Pastor
Pastor - Base Salary 

Pastor - Social Security Allowance
Pension
Mileage Allowance



Merry Christmas
and a 

Happy New Year!


