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What Does It Mean to Be One Nation under God?
Reverend Dr. Arnold Isidore Thomas

Every four years Americans engage each other in an act of national dialogue and debate 
over matters that effect our domestic life and relationship with other nations, culmi-
nating in the election of our president, who we believe will best represent our national 
interests and dreams. During the month of October, the last month before Election Day, 
I would like you, the members and friends of our church, to consider your interests and 
dreams as citizens of this great nation, and then examine them in the context of your 
greater calling as children of God. 

What does it mean to be “one nation under God,” as recited in our “Pledge of Alle-
giance,” and to what are we truly allying ourselves: a flag, a nation, or a principle of 
being and conduct that our flag and nation supposedly represent? Are we truly a nation 
“indivisible with liberty and justice for all,” or are these mere words of no substance?

Our words are only as good as their embodiments. Even as God’s Word, according to John’s Gospel, “became 
flesh and dwelt among us full of grace and truth,” have we the capacity to embody the basic goodness and intent 
upon which our nation was founded, or have we given up on it entirely as a lost cause? Is the life, liberty and 
pursuit of happiness of which Thomas Jefferson spoke mere personal rights devoid of compassion for the com-
mon good, or are we truly our sister and brother’s keeper?

I am full of questions about my calling as a Christian as it relates to my identity as an American; my allegiance 
to the universal realm of God as it relates to my devotion as a citizen of the United States. My sermons for Oc-
tober will be less attempt to answer these questions than to explore them with you. This means that I will allow 
room in October’s services for you to reflect upon and respond to what I have to say that we may continue to 
learn and grow with each other as we attempt to discern God’s grace and truth among us.
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oCToBer Calendar

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Embraced by the healing love of Jesus Christ and inspired by his 
teachings, we commit ourselves to prayerful, compassionate, and 

courageous action in the world.

  Rev. Dr. Arnold Isidore Thomas, InterIm Pastor

Rev. Susan Cooke Kittredge, assocIate Pastor

Julia Blocksma, musIc DIrector

Hadley Bunting, sunDay school coorDInator

Kim Findlay, communIcatIons/aDmInIstratIve suPPort

Karen Speidel, BookkeePer  

The Courier is published monthly.
To subscribe by either email or snail mail, please contact us 

by email at charlotteucc@gmavt.net or by phone at 802-425-3176.

sunday october 2
• WORSHIP, 10 AM
• COMMUNION
• FIRST FOOD SUNDAY
• HARVEST FESTIVAL
monday 3
• BOOK STUDY, 9:30 AM
wednesday 5
• BIBLE STUDY, 9 AM
• BIBLE STUDY, 6:30 PM
thursday 6
• CHOIR PRACTICE, 7 PM
sunday 9
• WORSHIP, 10 AM
monday 10
• BOOK STUDY, 9:30 AM

tuesday 11
• SOCIAL JUSTICE  MTG, 8 AM
wednesday 12
• BIBLE STUDY, 9 AM
• BIBLE STUDY, 6:30 PM
thursday 13
• CHOIR PRACTICE, 7 PM
sunday 16
• WORSHIP, 10 AM
monday 17
• BOOK STUDY, 9:30 AM
wednesday 19
• BIBLE STUDY, 9 AM
• BIBLE STUDY, 6:30 PM
sunday 23
• WORSHIP, 10 AM
• SENIOR YOUTH GROUP, 1:30 PM

monday 24

• BOOK STUDY, 9:30 AM 
wednesday 26
• BIBLE STUDY, 9 AM

• BIBLE STUDY, 6:30 PM 
saturday 29

• KID’S COOK!, 1:30 PM 
• sunday 30

• WORSHIP, 10 AM              
•  monday 31
• BOOK STUDY, 9:30 AM
• DEACON’S MEETING, 6:30 PM 

Charlotte Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

P.O. Box 12 • Charlotte, VT 05445
802-425-3176

charlotteucc@gmavt.net
www.charlotteucc.org 

Office hours: T, TH, & FRI 9-noon
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CCC announCemenTs & eVenTs
Senior Youth Group will be on Sunday, October 23 at 1:30 pm at Charlie and Susan’s house.

Kids Cook! will happen on Saturday, October 29, 1:30 pm, Charlie and Susan’s house in Shelburne. Contact 
Rev. Susan with any questions: scookekitt@mac.com., 802-249-8801.

Faith Formation class for youth in 8th grade and above begins Sunday November 6th at 4 pm. It will be run 
by Rev. Susan and she anticipates that the course will end in late winter or early spring. Please contact her to 
sign up, ask questions etc.: scookekitt@mac.com or 802-249-8801.

We are so grateful to everyone who donated school supplies for the Back-to-School totes for the children at 
Lund. We were able to fill 36 totes! Thank you!

Our Neighbors in Need offering will be received on Sunday, October 9th, of which a third assists American 
Indian Ministries within the UCC and two-thirds aid justice and witness projects among our local churches 
(like our refugee resettlement mission initiative if we wanted to apply for a grant).

There is still time to sign up for Rev. Arnold’s  Bible Study class  Discovering Your Gifts, Vision, and Call, a 
six-session course that will begin Wednesday, October 5th, from 9:00-11:00 am and 6:30-8:30 pm. One can 
sign up through our website under by clicking on “Uniting in Spirit.”

Charlotte Central School is looking for volunteers to serve as Youth Mentors for one hour a week during the 
school year to just provide personal caring support and advice for middle school youth. If anyone is inter-
ested, please contact Wendy Bratt Mentoring Coordinator (802-425-6642) at CCS.

Ahlan wa Sahlan: Welcome! Exploring the Holy Land

A Curriculum from Global Ministries

Reminder to all 3-5 th graders

Our next travel to the Holy Land will be 
Sunday October 16. 

Come and visit Bethlehem!
Elizabeth will lead 6 sessions through the year, learning about a 

different city in Israel/ Palestine, the part of the Biblical story that 
took place there, and what life is like there today in the words of 

children who live there.

Bring your passports back on October 16th! 
(I’ll have more for any new travelers.) 
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Harvest Festival October 2nd!

Silent Auction, Bake Table, Produce Table, Crafts Table and Pot Luck Lunch!
After worship •  Join Us!

Friends,

It’s not to late to sign up for Way to Go! and do your 

part to battle Carbon Pollution!

So far over 13,000 Vermonters have pledged to 

save 640,691 pounds of carbon pollution with their 

efforts.

Join us and sign-up for the Way to Go! Challenge 

September 26-October 7

Walk, Run, Bike, Bus, Carpool or Telecommute your 

way to victory! 

Win prizes, have fun—and help us reach the goal 

of reducing 500,000 lbs of carbon pollution in 

Vermont.

-Dave
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INTRODUCING RICK OLIVER

DO YOU KNOW RICK?

Rick has been a member of our church since the early 80’s.  Before his stroke in 1999, he was a leader on 
many of our committees and he also served as President of the 
congregation.

In spite of all his physical difficulties, he still comes to church every 
week and continues to be a loyal member.  Attending worship is 
the highlight of his week.

What you might not know about Rick is that he lives in a care home 
in Bristol and that he is dependent on church members to drive him 
to and from church each week.  Several of us have been doing this 
for about four years now and we think it’s time to offer this ministry 
to all of the members and friends of our church.

If 26 people would volunteer to drive one way just 4 times a year it 
would be fantastic!  

You would make a new friend and so would Rick.

We already have a “Rick Rides” schedule posted on the Church 
Website under “Volunteers”.  I’m going to try posting a calendar in 
the vestry for the coming month in the hope that you will consider 
signing up.  Just think, if 52 people would sign up twice a year it 
would be even better!

I will  leave directions and all the information you will need and I’ll be happy to answer any questions.

Blessings to you,

Sandy Riggs, sandyriggsvt@icloud.com, 802-425-4545

 

 

 

We’ll be selling our awesome apple pies in front of the Charlotte Congregational Church this 
week on Wednesday AND Friday from 3 to 5 pm. If you can’t make it to the church by 5 pm, 
just email woodlh5696@gmail.com and we’ll make arrangements to reserve a pie for you. 

Gift certificates are available for sale, too!

Have a favorite pie crust? Crumble or two crust? Let us know! 
Email woodlh5696@gmail.com or MsPerkins@gmavt.net to share your feedback. 

Apple Pies!
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October 2016 Sermons

October 2, 2016, 20th Sunday after Pentecost, Harvest Festival
Rev. Susan Cooke Kittredge will preach.

October 9, 2016, 21st Sunday after Pentecost,
Leviticus 19: 33-34, Matthew 5:38-48, 
“The Foreigner Shall Be as a Native Among You”  by Rev. Dr. Arnold Isidore Thomas
Throughout out our history Americans have had difficulty welcoming strangers. Yet we have evolved into the most 
welcoming nation in all the world. Can we welcome and receive foreigners as though they were our own amid a rising 
tide of fear and suspicion of foreigners and outsiders? 
Leah Berger will share her thoughts on matters we might consider before Election Day 

October 16, 2016, 22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Luke 18:1-8
“The Widow Who Shouted, ‘My Life Matters!’” by Rev. Dr. Arnold Isidore Thomas 
Jesus tells the parable of an unjust judge who is relentlessly harassed by a widow, even at risk to her own life, until she 
wears him down and he gives in to her demands for justice. We live in an age where oppressed groups are demanding 
to be treated as individuals whose lives matter while others groups who presently enjoy the relative privilege of being 
part of the majority fear that their lives are being devalued and will soon no longer matter. Are we as a nation ap-
proaching a clash of competing values and objectives based on race, class and culture? 
Jim Hyde, Ph.D, will share his thoughts on matters we might consider before Election Day.

October 23, 2016, 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Susan Cooke Kittredge will preach.

October 30, 2016, 24th Sunday after Pentecost, All Saints Sunday
Stephen Kiernan, church member and author of Authentic Patriotism, will speak.

November 6, 2016, 25th Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 14:13-21
“Jesus Fed Thousands; Can We?” by Rev. Dr. Arnold Isidore Thomas 
In this story from Matthew’s Gospel Jesus miraculously feeds thousands of followers with few resources. Our nation 
and world face a similar dilemma of trying to determine how feed and accommodate a population that may soon 
outgrow the world’s capacity to sustain it. Do we have the capacity to overcome national, racial, political and religious 
boundaries to realize a common need of feeding and sustaining our world community?

November 7, 2016, 7:00-8:00 pm, A Service of Prayer for the Healing and Renewal of Our Nation


